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TONIA GUNSTONE / WARI

A Visual Response to
Precolumbian Weaving
3rd of August Vernissage

4th to the 10th of August public opening
11th of August until 29th of September by appointment

only. Tuesday to Sunday
10:00-17:00

The Old Chapel
Maiden Bradley
BA12 7HW

art@paulhughes.co.uk
+447970934442
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(detail)

Huari Culture

Tie Dye Child Tunic, Circa.
800AD

Camelid Fibres

127 x 80,5 cm

50" x 31'6" in.
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An invitation to create a visual response to the ancient textile
pieces in the 2023 summer exhibition "Continuities: 2000 years
of Female Art in South America" led Tonia Gunstone on a rich
and rewarding journey of discovery. In her research on Wari
textiles, crafted exclusively by women more than 1200 years ago,
she virtually traveled to the coastal deserts of Peru. There, she
engaged in the practice of tie-dyeing and immersed herself in the
spirituality of the Wari culture, significantly reflected in their textile
work.

These textiles, often created on deeply saturated grounds using
a discontinuous warp and weft technique, showcased individually
woven sections connected by uncut scaffolding threads. This
method underscored the Wari belief that cloth held a life force,
which would be destroyed if cut. Embracing the organic nature of
these works, Tonia made her virtual way to Toronto for a lesson
in botanical ink-making before returning to her home in a hilltop
village in a western corner of Wiltshire. There, she gathered
plants such as hollyhock, elderberry, goldenrod, and rosehip,
spending three months experimenting with the alchemical
process of handmade plant inks and dyes.

-?""’ ‘(’v‘ﬁ d) i\('ul(lh«‘«'/bfmvw far Faﬂ‘cﬁy\
Lelilavately . ntepehtd monint

= (euproaly tr milodetdness of 2
in’H v'v:f( p‘i\[Lf’M'* 'oﬁv\as
4 [Yang i

- (‘l\k\l\“iﬂe '?\L [44 € -

“

U1 mall R o, you mll kel me*

fmen = @ ﬁmuq& (eI PV2 Al b make o 8{4
(dymanic ougovihon)




I Logpy acident/ureaking b2 pattorin
tilsevadely u,«m)mm";.:l«, i

. e

infeclocetdness of 2
e s

gt )
- pruce of Le
1wl TP o, ou will et et

Tmen = 2 fRings ome togetaey t make o 3
L g, g make o 34
(dyuamic Gouporikien)

e
Howneu U
i

‘(\5
4

? 1 udubmj

i
]
y
3

1 rm\ 3
v
Wheds e




Tonia’s response centered on a tie-dyed child's tunic created
circa 800 AD. The tunic’s geometric and repeating L-shape
motif captured the symmetry of the design, demonstrating the
artistic and mathematical sophistication of the Wari culture.
The choice of color and motif in the tunic spoke to a cultural
tradition rich in symbolism and storytelling, inviting viewers to
unravel the mysteries woven into its threads. Using all-natural
materials, she created a piece of woven paper, reflecting her
deep respect for the women who crafted these complex,
ancient Peruvian textiles. Their immense skill, creativity, and
cultural heritage have endured through generations.

Her project not only pays homage to the Wari textiles but also
bridges ancient and modern practices, showing how traditional
techniques and beliefs can inspire contemporary art. Her
woven paper piece stands as a testament to the enduring
influence of these remarkable women and their timeless
contributions to art and culture.

Developmental work
Acrylic and ink drawing on paper
50x74cm



Ayni, 2023
Botanical inks on woven paper,
48 x 55 cm approx
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Tinku, 2023
Botanical inks on woven paper,
55 x 55 cm approx



Test piece: monoprint using Test piece: drawing, botanical
botanical inks on paper inks and oil pastel on paper
31.3x30cm 28.5x 38 cm
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